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COHEN 
TRUMP 


President's 
ex-lawyer says he was directed 
to pay women hush money 


By Larry Neumeister and Tom Hays 


The Associated Press 


NEW YORK » Michael Cohen, President Don- 
ald Trump’s former personal lawyer and 
fixer, pleaded guilty Tuesday to campaign 
finance violations and other 
charges, saying Trump di- 
rected him to arrange the 
payment of hush money to 
porn star Stormy Daniels 
and a former Playboy model 
to influence the election. 

Cohen’s account appears 
to implicate Trump himself 
in a crime, though whether 
— or when — a president 
can be prosecuted remains 
a matter of legal dispute. 

The guilty plea was part 
of a double dose of bad 
news for Trump: It came 
at almost the same moment 
his former campaign chair- 
man Paul Manafort was 
convicted in Alexandria, 
Virginia, of eight financial 
crimes in the first trial to 
come out of special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s sprawling 
Russia investigation. 

In a deal reached with federal prosecutors, 
Cohen, 51, pleaded guilty to eight counts, in- 
cluding tax evasion. He could get about four 
to five years in prison at sentencing Dec. 12. 

In entering the plea, Cohen did not name 
the two women or even Trump, recounting 

COHEN » PAGES 


ABOVE: 
Michael Cohen, 
center, leaves 
federal court 
in New York on 
Tuesday after 
pleading guilty 
to charges 
that included 
campaign 
finance fraud 
stemming from 
hush money 
payments to 
porn actress 
Stormy Daniels 
and ex-Playboy 
model Karen 
McDougal. 
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The New York Times 


By Sharon Lafraniere 


eted the capital. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. » Paul Manafort, Pres- 
ident Donald Trump’s former campaign 
chairman, was convicted Tuesday in his 
financial fraud trial, bringing a dramatic 
end to a politically charged case that riv- 


The verdict was a victory for the spe- 
cial counsel, Robert Mueller, whose prose- 
cutors introduced extensive evidence that 
Manafort hid millions of dollars in foreign 
accounts to evade taxes and lied to banks 
repeatedly to obtain $20 million in loans. 
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A courtroom sketch depicts Paul Manafort listening to U.S. District Court Judge T.S. 
Ellis III in federal court in Alexandria, Va., on Tuesday. 


Manafort guilty of 8 charges in fraud trial 


Manafort was convicted of five counts 
of tax fraud, two counts of bank fraud 
and one count of failure to disclose a 
foreign bank account. The jury was un- 
able to reach a verdict on the remaining 
10 counts, and the judge declared a mis- 
trial on those charges. 

Kevin Downing, a lawyer for Manafort, 


said his client was “evaluating all of his 


options at this point.” 

Jason Maloni, Manafort’s spokesman, 
said, “We expect to appeal.” Peter Carr, a 
spokesman for Mueller’s office, declined 
to comment. 
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Lawmaker charged with misusing funds 


Rep. Duncan Hunter 

and his wife are accused 
of spending campaign 
money on personal items 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-Alpine, 
and his wife were indicted Tues- 
day on charges they used more 
than $250,000 in campaign 
funds for personal expenses, 
from video games and groceries 
to a European vacation, private 
school tuition and dental work. 

Hunter, 41, who represents 
two-thirds of Temecula, and wife 
Margaret “repeatedly dipped into 
campaign coffers as if they were 
personal bank accounts, and fal- 
sified [Federal Election Commis- 
sion] campaign finance reports 
to cover their tracks,” U.S. Attor- 
ney Adam Braverman said in a 
news release. 


Hunter 


“Elected representatives 
should jealously guard the pub- 
lic’s trust, not abuse their posi- 
tions for personal gain,” Braver- 
man said. “Today’s indictment is 
a reminder that no one is above 
the law.” 

Hunter campaign spokesman 
Steven Kane accused the U.S. 
Justice Department of “[weap- 


onizing] the criminal justice sys- 
tem” and suggested the indict- 
ment is an attempt by prosecu- 
tors to thwart the will of voters. 

“This is a political prosecu- 
tion” launched by prosecutors 
who donated to Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign, Kane said. 

The 50th Congressional Dis- 
trict that Hunter represents is 
considered to be safely Repub- 
lican. 

But with the investigation 
hanging over Hunter’s head, 
nonpartisan political forecast- 
ers have said it might be in play; 
Hunter faces a well-funded chal- 
lenge from Democrat Ammar 
Campa-Najjar in November. 

The Campa-Najjar campaign 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. 

National Democratic officials 
did weigh in. 

“From flying his pet rabbit 
across the country to a six fig- 
ure bar tab it shouldn’t surprise 
anyone that Duncan Hunter’s 
time living large off his cam- 


paign donors has ended in an 
indictment,” said Meredith 
Kelly, communications director 
for the Democratic Congressio- 
nal Campaign Committee, in a 
statement. 

“Hunter’s misuse of $250,000 
worth of campaign funds for per- 
sonal expenses and the filing of 
false campaign finance records 
is emblematic of the corruption 
and twisted priorities of today’s 
Republican Party.” 

State election rules almost cer- 
tainly will require that Hunter’s 
name appear on the Nov. 6 gen- 
eral election ballot with no write- 
in option available. 

The Hunters, who have three 
children, are scheduled to be ar- 
raigned at 10:30 a.m. Thursday 
in federal court in San Diego. 
They face charges of conspiracy 
to commit offenses against the 
United States; wire fraud; fal- 
sification of records; prohibited 
use of campaign contributions 
and aiding and abetting. 
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Judge: City 
can close 
church 


over pot 


Vault members plan 
protest Friday outside 
county courthouse 


By Ryan Hagen 
rhagen@scng.com 
@rmhagen on Twitter 


Jurupa Valley now has legal 
authority to shut down the Vault 
Church of Open Faith, which dis- 
tributes marijuana as a religious 
sacrament despite the city’s ban 
on dispensaries. 

Riverside Superior Court Judge 
Sunshine Sykes granted the lock- 
out order on Aug. 15, allowing the 
city to close it at any time. 

“We'll execute the order based 
on the timing of other things we 
have going on — we're working on 
several other dispensaries at the 
same time,” City Manager Gary 
Thompson said Tuesday. 

Officials with the Vault say they 
are practicing religious beliefs 
that are consistent with thou- 
sands of years of religious prac- 
tice. 

“(The judge] didn’t understand 
why we had to have cannabis,” 
lead minister Gilbert Aguirre said 
Tuesday. “It’s like asking Catho- 
lics to worship without bread and 
wine.” 

Aguirre believes cannabis has 
been part of religious practices for 
centuries, including among Chris- 
tians, based in part on translat- 
ing the ingredients of anointing 
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Prosecutors 
consolidate 
Golden State 
Killer case 
into one trial 


By Sean Emery 


semery@scng.com 


SANTAANA » The case of the man 
accused of being the Golden 
State Killer will play out in one 
consolidated trial in a Sacra- 
mento County courtroom, a half- 
dozen prosecutors announced in 
a unified front on Tuesday dur- 
ing an Orange County news con- 
ference. 

An amended complaint filed 
against Joseph DeAngelo on 
Tuesday in Sacramento Superior 
Court adds 13 felony counts of 
kidnapping to commit robbery 
for crimes in Northern Califor- 
nia and a variety of sentencing 
enhancements while consolidat- 
ing into the case the 13 counts of 
murder he was already charged 
with in six counties. 
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Distinguished UCR history 
professor Stuckey dies 

P. Sterling Stuckey, professor 
emeritus of history and a promi- 
nent scholar of African-American 
history, has died. PAGE A3 


Moreno Valley begins a 
costly road work campaign 


The city launched a $2.7 million 

campaign to pave several streets, 
including four thoroughfares, be- 
tween now and November. PAGE A3 
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